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New Faces For Training 
 

After years of dedicated service, Tom Newbro and 

Don Dietiker announced their intention to retire. Don 

Dietiker, the Training Coordinator, retired on         

December 30, 2009. A retirement luncheon for friends 

and family was held at the Orange County training 

center on Wednesday, December 30. Don received as 

a retirement gift a beautiful telescope, glass blowing 

equipment to advance his hobby, and stain glass    

window making materials. These gifts fit in nicely 

with Donôs announced retirement plans. 
 

The new Training Coordinator is Jeff Scovel.  Jeff is based 

in the Orange County training facility. Jeff graduated from 

Washtenaw Community College from the United Association  

Instructor Training Program in 2008. He also attended the 

University of San Diego, Cypress Jr. College and attended 

Tradesman courses at the JJATC. Prior to becoming the 

Training Coordinator, Jeff was a Mechanical Systems 1 

teacher for the JJATC for the past 8 years. He also worked in 

the industry with Comm Air Mechanical Service, Universal 

Mechanical and Control Air Conditioning Service. 

 

Tom Newbro, the Director of Training for nearly twenty years, will be retiring in      

August 2010. Tom is keeping his plans close to the vest, but it appears his plans may 

have something to do with golf. What a surprise! 
 

The new Director of Training is Rick Hatlen, who will be 

replacing Tom Newbro. He is currently based in the Los    

Angeles training facility and will take over as director in    

August. Rick brings over 29 years of experience in the      

industry working for Hussmann Corp, Thermalair, Hill  

Phoenix Refrigeration, Tyler Refrigeration and most  recently 

Emcor/Mesa Energy Systems. During his employment in the 

industry, Rick was a JJATC instructor for over 20 years. He 

sits on the Advisory Councils for HVAC Tech Colleges  

which include Mt. San Antonio College, Cypress College, 

Orange Coast College and El Camino College. 

 

Welcome Jeff and Rick! 

 

 
Robert Lake, President 

EMCOR Service 
Mesa Energy Systems, Inc. 

 
Phil Evans,  Past President 
Wittler -Young Service Co. 

 
Peter Buongiorno, Vice-President 

Barr Engineering 
 

Pete Bordas, Secretary 
Western Allied Corporation  

 
David Miles, Treasurer 
Weatherite Corporation  

 
Richard Sawhill Executive V.P. 
ARCA/MCA Southern California  

 
Dee Kennedy , Board Member 
Couts Heating & Cooling, Inc. 

 
Scott Limbacher, Board Member 

Stater Bros. 
 

Gary Lumsden , Board Member 
Allison Mechanical 

 
John Mueller, Board Member  

Jackson & Blanc  
 

Ken Westphal, Board Member 
ACCO Engineered Systems 

 
Sal Buongiorno, Honorary Member 

Barr Engineering  
 

 

 
Rose Bayus, Office Manager 

 

Debbie Sawhill, Special Projects 

www.arcamca.org 

 

 

Board of Directors  

 

Office Staff  

Don Dietiker and Tom Newbro 
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Presidentôs Message... 
 

As we leave 2009 behind, we as an industry can reflect back and know that 

every effort was made to keep our member companies competitive in a          

challenging economic environment. We extended the collective bargaining 

agreement for one additional year at a minimal cost; addressed the needs of our 

Trust Funds to maintain the level of benefits enjoyed by our employees and their 

families, and provided additional educational opportunities for growth and       

development. 

 

This year will be equally challenging. The opinion of most contractors is that the available work in 

our industry will be limited, and even more difficult when it comes to profit margins. We must      

continue to train and further develop the work force to ensure we have the right people in the right 

positions, so that when the economy does improve in Southern California we are prepared to answer 

the needs of our customers. I encourage you to participate in the Associationôs meetings and          

educational opportunities. We need your input on our surveys to ensure your company needs are    

addressed. The industry has openings on several committees and boards. If you are interested in    

serving, please contact the ARCA/MCA Southern California office.  

Bob Lake, president 

How to Obtain Retirement Benefits 
 

 

The process of retiring can be complex and confusing. Not only will you need to make decisions on 

your life after retirement, you will also need to navigate the various processes required to obtain your 

benefits. 
 

 

When should you begin the process? 
 

You should begin applying for benefits at least four months prior to your retirement date. Although it 

may not take the entire four months to complete the process, there may be required documentation that 

you will need to obtain. Additional time will also allow you to appeal a denial or challenge an adverse 

result. 
                     Continued on page 3 

 

 

Don Dietker retires as Training  
Coordinator of  the JJATC  

 

 

Thank you for your many years of  service.  
Congratulations and we will miss you! 



 

Continued from page 2                               (How to Obtain Retirement Benefits) 
 

What documents and information you should have available: 

¶ Birth certificate 
 

¶ Marriage certificates 
 

¶ Divorce decrees including QDROôs if applicable 
 

¶ Spouseôs birth certificate 
 

¶ Designation of beneficiary forms 
 

¶ Voided check or deposit slip for direct deposit purposes 
 

¶ If you plan to rollover your Defined Contribution account, the name, address and         

account number of the account into which it is to be deposited 
 

¶ Work history in the air conditioning and pipe trades industry 

 You can request your employment information from the Social Security                                             

 Administration by completing Form SSA-7050-F3. The form is available for 

 downloading or printing at www.acrtrust.org 
 

¶ If you plan to continue working after retirement, you must obtain prior approval of your 

post retirement work from the Trust Office. 

 You will need to submit a detailed job description and include any  

 machinery or equipment you will be operating. If you fail to obtain 

 approval and do work that is considered prohibited by the rules of the   

            Trust, your pension will be suspended and reinstatement will be delayed. 
 

¶ Social Security Administration Disability Award (for disability pensions) 
 

¶ Medicare card if you are already signed up for Medicare 
 

¶ Information on any other pension funds that you are eligible to receive 
 

¶ Information on any air conditioning industry companies in which you, your spouse or 

family member have any ownership interest 
 

¶ Information on military service and copy of discharge paperwork 
 

¶ Be sure to keep detailed notes of  the person(s)  to whom you speak and request written 

confirmation of your benefit information 

                  

                Useful Sites and Articles regarding retirement 
 

www.dol.gov/ebsa/publications/nearretirement.html 
 

ñTaking the Mystery Out of Retirement Planningò 
   

This booklet published by the Department of Labor that will assist you in planning for retirement.  

It also contains links to other sites that may be beneficial. 
 

Social Security Administration 
 

www.ssa.gov/retire2/index.htm 
 

This is a web site for the Social Security Administration. You can calculate your Social Security     

Administration benefit and obtain information as to how to apply and what documents you will 

need. 
                  Continued on page 4 
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